NTAUUS Social Action/Social Justice RSS Information Network
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Our objective was to create a mechanism to allow us to readily get the word out on regional events and news

relevant to the Social Justice/Action activities of our congregations. Likely postings might include social action
film festival notices, social justice lecture notices, protests and marches, upcoming meetings of regional action
groups, etc.

Many of us have Social Justice or Social Action pages on our websites as well as Calenders of Events. But until
now, there hasn't been a way to have listings of regional news and events appear WITHOUT some investment of
time and effort by our individual church webmasters or committee/ministry members. Someone has had to
physically post events to the individual church calendars and to the appropriate webpages. We also wanted to
avoid many of the current issues with using email to distribute news and notices — an approach which is
becoming more of a problem every day as SPAM filtering keeps getting tighter and tighter (and more error-
prone!)

We have created a system of four components which will let us post and automatically distribute news and
notices of events to all our congregations. The four elements are a blog for the initial posting of the notice, a
website that automatically converts the entries on our blog to the RSS (Real Simple Syndication) Internet
content distribution format, an automated RSS to Javascript conversion website hosted by the University of
Calgary, and a small block of Javascript code placed into each church's website to automatically display the
notices on the appropriate webpages.

Even though this may appear slightly involved, once this system has been set up for each
church website the Social Action/Social Justice members will ONLY have to use the Blog to
maintain the newsfeed!
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We see authorizing one or two members from each congregation (webmaster + social justice ministry member
or committee head) to have access to the special NTAUUS blog. These people would be responsible for posting
news and events from their congregations which they feel are worth distributing to all of our websites. These
same individuals would also be responsible for removing their posts after the events have occurred.

The use of the RSS feed in this process will also allow users to sign up to see our events listings directly in their
email programs or on their web browser. New postings to the NTAUUS RSS from any of our member
congregations would appear automatically when the user checked their emails.



Getting Started

1.The Blog.

We have set up a blog under the website www.blogger.com titled “NTAUUS Social Action Social Justice.”

It is not going to be used as a 'conventional’ blog or user group. The only posts made and kept on this blog
will be those which will be actually appearing on all of the websites via the RSS feed. There will not be any
conversational threads or commentary posted on this particular blog.

You will need to have a gmail account (free) to be able to access the blog. Go to google.com to create a gmail
account if you don't already have one.

Once you have your gmail account, you will need to send an email to ntauus.sasj@blogger.com to request
membership in the blog. Your enroliment information will be sent to your gmail account. The blogger.com
website is fairly self-explanatory once you log in with your membership ID and password.

The sample pages below show a dashboard page (your personal control panel for the blog) and a typical
posting page. You can include photographs and graphics within your posts, but please remember that your
entries will most likely be shown in a small section of the member websites, so don't go overboard with visuals.
Keep your entries short and to the point and be sure to include contact names and phone numbers as well as
website addresses for more information.
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2. Blog entries are automatically converted to RSS feeds.

Hello, our name is FeedBurmner.
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Feedburner.com has been linked to our blog to create the RSS feed from the blog entries. It is usually only a
matter of minutes before posted events show up in the RSS feed. If you wish to sign up to have the RSS
feed appear directly in your web browser or email program, the URL is http://feeds.feedburner.com/ntauus-

sasj




3. Afree website creates the Javascript to display the RSS feed within the individual church websites.

Sponsored by the University of Calgary, the feed2js program (http://commons.ucalgary.cal/feed?js/build.php)
is run once to create the block of code that will be inserted into the church websites to display the RSS feed.
This particular converter allows you to specify CSS (cascading style sheets) to match your existing website
designs. You may also choose to use conventional HTML tag formatting if your site isn't based on CSS.

A few of the available CSS formatting options include color schemes and types sizes, text boxes and borders.
You can also specify the amount of a blog entry you wish to appear on your website — the entire posting, or
maybe just the headlines with links to the postings. If you like any of our formatting choices, we have
complete versions of this code already and will be happy to email them to anyone who needs it.

Once the code has been inserted into our websites, the University of Calgary website will automatically
produce the appropriately formatted information from the RSS feed when the blog is updated. Our initial
experiments indicate that these automatic updates take less than an hour.

4. The RSS feed is displayed within the individual church websites.

Several sites have already been set up with embedded displays of the feed. You can see how the formatting
options are being used to control the style and type of information being displayed.

http://www.oakcliffuu.org/action.shtml http://www.vimeo.com/Uuvideo

http://www.ntauus.org/ntauus_san.html (coming very soon!)

Please contact us if you have any questions about integrating the feed into your websites or using the blog.
We'll be happy to help anyone who needs assistance.

Project Development Team:




